
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Th e Gaines-
ville Independent School District 

Board of Trustees voted during 
its Monday, March 22 meet-
ing to rename Lee Intermediate 
School to Gainesville Intermedi-
ate School. Th e name change fol-

lowed a request by members of 
some local organizations includ-
ing Pro Gainesville to remove the 
name of the Confederate com-
mander and change the campus 
name to a less culturally divisive 
name.
 Th e board recognized students 
of the month along with employ-
ee and teachers of the month.
 Students of the month of 
March were Zyla Alonso, a 10th 
grade student at Gainesville High 
School and Gavin Emerson, an 
11th grade student at Gainesville 
High School. Gainesville Junior 
High students of the month were 
Mia Rodriguez, a 7th grade stu-
dent and Cody Farmer, an 8th 
grade student.
 Lee Intermediate School stu-
dents of the month were Esmer-
alda Vargas, a 5th grade student 
and Allen Fernandez, a 6th grade 
student.
 Chalmers Elementary School 
students of the month were Gael 
Calleros, a 4th grade student and 
Isabel Bentley, a 4th grade stu-
dent.
 At Edison Elementary School, 
students of the month were Jen-
na Smith, a 1st grade student and 
Autumn Godi, a kindergarten 
student.
 March employee of the month 
for GISD was Jamie Aldana, a 
GISD custodian.
 Teachers of the month were 
Collin Avila of Lee Intermedi-
ate and Veronica Osterman of 
Gainesville High School.
 Art teacher Jill Linnell dis-
cussed the art on display at the 
district’s administrative building 
and noted the impact the cre-
ation of artwork has on students 
including those who have learn-
ing disabilities.
 “It’s been a humble honor for 
16 years to do what I do and will 
continue to do for GISD,” Lin-
nell said. 
 In his superintendent report, 

Dr. Des Stewart said he monitors 
closely attendance and enroll-
ment for the district.
 “On the enrollment side of the 
house, in comparison to where 
we were at this exact moment 
last year, we are at about 24 stu-
dents fewer than what we had 
last year,” he said. “As I’ve said 
all year long, and regarding the 
current state of education and 
where we are with the whole CO-
VID-19 pandemic and whatnot, 
I think we have turned the corner 
and we are starting to see more 
of our kids come back. Th at is 
a huge message to our staff  and 
what’s being done within our 
schools and number one, to keep 
our kids safe so to be only 24 stu-
dents down I think that’s a huge 
mark for us.”
 Stewart said attendance is “still 
a huge ongoing battle.”
 “Just making sure we’re get-
ting our students to and from 
school each and every day,” he 
said. He noted district principals 
are reaching out to parents to en-
sure that students who are well 
are attending school. Th ese ef-
forts include home visits, email-
ing, Zoom meetings. “You name 
it, they’re doing it to ensure that 
our kids are at school because we 
know, of course, that our kids 
learn best in the presence of a 
certifi ed teacher and in those aca-
demic arenas.”
 He said lower attendance levels 
are a statewide concern. “We’re 
going to continue to fi ght that 
battle and continue to get our 
kids to school so we can provide 
them the services that they need.”
 Regarding COVID-19 con-
cerns, Stewart said last month, 
the district has about 10 percent 
of students who are in a vir-
tual learning environment. Th e 
number of virtual learners has 
dropped to approximately seven 
percent, he said.
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TAPS to Provide Transportation to

COVID Vaccine Appointments
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – TAPS Pub-
lic Transit is set to provide free 
transportation for individuals 
to receive COVID-19 vaccina-
tions, according to the Cooke 
County Pandemic Facebook 
page. To reserve a ride call 844-

603-6048. Recipients are urged 
to call as soon as they receive 
their appointments for the vac-
cine. Participants should have 
the address of the vaccine loca-
tion available.
 Visit www.co.cooke.tx.us to 
sign up for the vaccine program.
 Th e latest information re-
leased by Cooke County offi  cials 

indicates the number of active 
COVID-19 cases was 36 as of 
March 26 compared to 42 as of 
March 19. Total cases are 3,658 
March 26 compared to 3,635 
March 19. New laboratory con-
fi rmed cases were 5 as of March 
26 compared to 6 reported 
March 19. Residents currently 
hospitalized were 6 as of March 

26 compared to 3 on March 19. 
Th e number of deaths due to 
the virus is 62 as of March 26. 
Th e number of deaths was 59 as 
reported March 19. Local coro-
navirus-related deaths include a 
man in his 60s from Valley View, 
according to the Cooke County 
Pandemic Information page.
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King
Around
Town

by Grice King

 April Fool’s day is here! 
What pranks are you guys 
planning? Every year I get to 
try and prank our oldest son 
Dane on his birthday since he 
is our April Fool’s baby. We’ve 
smashed is face into his cake 
after telling him it was scented 
icing, multiple gag gifts like 
canned goods in a big box, 
missing presents, all kinds 
of little things. Been getting 
tougher and tougher to pull off  
but I think I have some good 
ideas for Th ursday! Will share 
next week!
 On another note, I heard 
some really amazing news the 
other day. Jean and Judson 
Perry are celebrating their 60th 
Wedding Anniversary! Wow 
that is amazing and something 
you don’t hear every day. Con-
gratulations you two on show-
ing everyone how it’s supposed 
to be done! Way to go. 

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Sivells Bend United Meth-
odist Church invites everyone 
to their Sunrise Service on Eas-
ter Sunday, April 4 at 7:00 am. 
Th is Easter Let’s Find Hope 
Together!
 Light breakfast will be 
served. Also a save the date 
for SON FunDay on May 16. 
Fun for all, fi sh fry, games and 
crafts! Service for that will start 
with a 10:30 worship. 

++++++++

 Divine Mercy Sunday ser-
vice is set for April 11 at 3:00 
pm at Sacred Heart Church in 
Muenster. Confessions from 
2:00 to 2:45 pm. No mass at 
service. A special blessed Im-
age of Jesus, Th e Lord of Di-
vine Mercy and First Class relic 
of Saint Faustina will be pres-
ent for veneration. Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament and 
Benediction.

++++++++

 Th e Cooke County Library 
will be closed on Friday, April 
2 and Saturday, April 3 for 
the Easter Holiday.  Th ey will 
open at 9:00 am on Monday, 
April 5 with regular hours.
 Online is still available by 
visiting the Cooke County 
Library website - http://cooke-
countylibrary.org.

Gainesville Hospital District
Approves IFS Tax Abatement
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Gainesville 
Hospital District approved a tax 
abatement for IFS Coating Inc 
during its March 22 regular meet-
ing.
 IFS offi  cials asked for a 70 per-
cent tax abatement for ten years, 
NTMC Special Project Coordi-
nator Christy Daughtry said.
 “It will commence on January 
of 2022,” Daughtry said. “Th ey 

will be investing $6.5 million 
into building a new facility and 
modernizing their current facili-
ties. Th ey will maintain 140 em-
ployees adding an additional 20 
employees by the end of January 
2024.”
 Kevin Keene, CFO of IFS was 
available via teleconference. 
 “We currently have 140 em-
ployees up in our Gainesville facil-
ity….” Keene said. “We are add-
ing an additional 40,000 square 
feet on our current facility, current 

plot. With the expectation hope-
fully to add another 30,000 in an-
other couple of years. Th e current 
plan is to continue to grow the 
current business that was started 
back in 1999 in Gainesville.”
 Board member Ken Atterbury 
asked Keene if the facility is receiv-
ing any current tax abatements 
for its existing facility. Keene said 
the company is not receiving any 
abatements for its current struc-
tures.
 “Th ey are just asking for a 70 

percent [abatement] on the im-
provements. We will continue 
the same tax rate on the existing,” 
Board member Shane Lee said. 
“Am I understanding that right?”
 Lee’s question was answered to 
the affi  rmative.
 “Can I make [that motion] 
Jim?,” Atterbury said. “Th is young 
man is a gentleman that is provid-
ing this much square footage, and 
he’s also bringing on new employ-
ees.. I’m glad to see this.”

(Continued on Page 4)

Statue for All Citizens - Above is the artist rendering of the new 
statue approved at the last Gainesville City Council Meeting. The 
replacement statue will feature 5 sides with texts from Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr; Helen Keller; Medal of Honor; and the Texas and 
United States Pledges. Note that the fi gures standing around 
the statue are only to show size reference.      (Courtesy Photo)  
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60th Anniversary
Still Leaning on Each Other

Jean and Judson Perry Celebrate their 60th 
Wedding Anniversary March 31, 2021.  The 

Couple Married March 31, 1961 in Beauford, 
South Carolina.  They Have Three Sons. 

$1.00 off
Feed trough buffet

Expires 05/31/2021

Catfish Louie’s
Try us... You’ll be hooked
 4 Piece Catfish

$5.95
Regular Price $6.95       Limit 2

Expires 05/31/2021

Good on Supper Buffet after 4:00 pm
(Limit 2 per coupon)

1825 E. Hwy 82 Gainesville, Texas

Now Open
The Neu Improved Feed Trough Buffet

(Continued from Page 1)

 ‘Again, we’ve seen that 
number [of virtual learn-
ing students] dwindle 
down during the course of 
the year so much that it’s 
really making me take a 
look at the return to learn-
ing plan for the upcoming 
school year,” he said, add-
ing school administrators 
and school custodians have 
worked hard to make sure 
the campuses are safe from 
COVID-19. “Th e systems 
that are in place are work-
ing,” he said.
 He also said he believes 
many students benefi ted 
from the convenience of 
virtual learning but some 
have struggled with the 
academic and social aspects 
of the program. With this 
in mind, Stewart said he 
“wants to see all of our stu-
dents back on campus next 
year.”
  “We are defi nitely look-
ing at returning to 100 
percent face to face educa-
tion coming the 2020-21 
school year,” Stewart said.
 He also discussed district 
facility and equipment 

needs.
 “I want to continue to 
make you aware of the 
list of needs throughout 
the district,” he said. “We 
have, of course, some of 
our facilities that are ag-
ing but we also have some 
components that are part 
of our facilities that are 
aging that have either ex-
hausted their shelf life or 
they’re near the end of 
their shelf life.”
 He noted one of those 
features is the district’s 
scoreboard which often re-
quires replacement parts. 
Th e parts, Stewart noted, 
are becoming diffi  cult to 
procure due to the age of 
the scoreboard. “It’s at the 
point that we really need 
to look to go ahead and re-
place that,” he said.
 Th e cost will be approxi-
mately $200 to $300K.
 Another need is the re-
placement of cafeteria ta-
bles at Edison Elementary. 
 Stewart said some of the 
smaller maintence items 
can be funded with “cur-
rent district resources.” 
Others are “going to be a 
little bit beyond our reach. 

Th at is going to take ad-
ditional actions in order 
for us to move forward on 
them.” Stewart said he will 
inform the board as these 
issues come to light so the 
board can take action on 
them.
 Th e board also heard 
an update on the student 
health advisory council 
and the curriculum and in-
struction update.
 Th e board approved the 
following action items.
 Renaming Robert E. Lee 
Intermediate School.
 TEA Waiver for remote 
instruction days following 
the gas leak at Gainesville 
High School which took 
place January 14-22, 2021.
 TEA missed school day 
waiver due to severe weath-
er February 16-19, 2021.
 Delegation author-
ity during the 2021 winter 
storm emergency.
 Replace GHS competi-
tion gym fl oor damaged 
during the February 2021 
winter storm.
 Replace GHS competi-
tion gym sound system.
 E-Rate fund year 2021 
category 2 bid selection ca-

bling.
 E-Rate fund year 2021 
category 2 bid selection 
fi rewall.
 E-Rate fund year 2021 
category electronics.
 Th e board also approved 
the following consent 
items.
 Minutes of the regular, 
February 22, 2021 meet-
ing.
 Monthly bill list.
 Financial statement.
 Quarterly investment re-
port.
 Budget amendment. 
 Voting machine rental 
service agreement be-
tween GISD and Cooke 
County.
 Joint agreement for shar-
ing polling location on 
election day May 1, 2021.
 Hellas Construction pay 
application for Leopard 
Stadium turf replacement.
 Dual credit partnership 
memorandum of under-
standing between NCTC 
and GISD for academic 
years 2021-2022 and 
2022-2023.
 Texas Commission on 
Law Enforcement Racial 
Profi ling report.

GISD Board Votes to Rename 
Lee Intermediate School

Gainesville Police Reports
GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Sharon Finley Faulk re-
ported fraudulent/iden-
tity information in the 300 
block of South Clements 
Street.
 AT& T representatives 
reported damage and en-
try through a front win-
dow, two watches stolen, 
one iPad damaged and 
other items believed to 
have been stolen pending 
inventory.
 Benjamin Delaney Ward 
reported theft of service 
less than $750 in the 1300 
block of Grand Avenue. 
 Possession of drug para-
phernalia was reported in 
the 2100 block of North 
I-35.
 Possession of drug para-
phernalia was reported in 
the 2000 block of North 
I-35.
 Teresa Sue Clark report-
ed ID theft in the 1300 
block of Truelove Street.
 Betty Jo Carroll, report-
ed fraudulent use/posses-
sion of identifying infor-
mation in the 300 block of 
Ashland Court.
 Police investigated the 
report of a deceased person 
in the 1800 block of Law-
rence Street.
 Circle K representa-
tives reported theft of two 
packs of unknown beer, 
unknown cost in the 1000 
block of North Grand Ave-
nue. Follow up on the theft 
will be investigated via sur-
veillance video, according 
to a GPD report.
 David Longoria Jaquez 
reported a window bro-
ken out of a vehicle in the 
900 block of South Dixon 
Street.
 Christopher Lee Spring-
fi eld reported a bicycle 

theft in the 700 block of 
Richey Street.
 An incident of posses-
sion of drug parapherna-
lia (marijuana pipe) was 
investigated in the 1500 
block of North Culberson 
Street.
 Possession of drug para-
phernalia was investigated 
in the 3700 block of North 
I-35.
 Samuel Peter Markovich 
reported a dog bite in the 
200 block of North Chest-
nut Street.
 Possession of drug para-
phernalia was reported in 
the 3700 block of North 
I-35.
 Possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram, minor in posses-
sion of alcohol was investi-
gated in the 800 block of 
North Grand Avenue.
 Fraudulent use/posses-
sion of identifying infor-
mation was investigated in 
the 2600 block East High-

way 82.
 Minor in consumption 
of alcohol was investigated 
in the 1700 block of North 
I-35.
 Th e city of Gainesville 
reported criminal mischief 
with entry made to a cem-
etery building in the 700 
block of Fair Avenue.
 Harbor Freight repre-
sentative reported theft 
less than $750 in the 1000 
block of East Highway 82.
 Maria Concepcion 
Ramirez reported burglary 
of a habitation in the 600 
block of North Denison 
Street.
 Q-Stop representative 
reported stolen lottery 
tickets in the 300 block of 
West California Street.
 Colleen Carpenter re-
ported criminal mischief 
less than $100 in the 1000 
block of North Howeth 
Street.
 Th e city of Gainesville re-
ported graffi  ti in the street 

at 1100 Whaley Drive.
 Th e of Gainesville/Kim-
berly Ann Reiter reported 
credit card fraud in the 
4300 block of North I-35.
 Fairfi eld Inn and Suites 
representative reported 
theft of property less than 
$2,500 in the 1300 block 
of North I-35.
 
Arrest Log
 Sarah Wallis, 31, misde-
meanor warrant arrest.
 James C. Whitt, 55, felo-
ny warrant arrest.
 Christopher Dungan, 
54, felony warrant arrest.
 Jeff rey B. Hageman, 30, 
warrant arrest during traf-
fi c stop.
 Rodolfo C. Flores, 43, 
cockfi ghting.



Peggy Charlene
Adkins

Services
 Peggy Charlene Adkins 
left this earthly world on 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
peacefully in her sleep and 
started her heavenly journey 
with her beloved Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Peggy’s 
life will be celebrated with 
a service on Friday, March 
26, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. at 
the Temple Baptist Church 
with Dr. Eddie Chennault 
offi  ciating, assisted by Pas-
tor Brady Martin of Temple 
Baptist Church. Th e fam-
ily will receive friends from 
6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday March 24, 
2021 at Geo. J. Carroll & 
Son Funeral Home. Inter-
ment will be at Mount Zion 
Cemetery, in Collinsville, 
Texas. 
History
 Peggy was born in Gaines-
ville, Texas on January 28, 

1951, to Willie Jean Mor-
rison and Charles Brown 
Kelly. She graduated from 
Callisburg High School in 
1969.  On February 17, 
1979, she married the love 
of her life, Terry Don Ad-
kins.  Peggy, Terry, and fam-
ily spent countless summers 
at Lake Texoma fi shing, 
camping, and making many 
fun-fi lled memories that will 
forever be cherished.  She 
loved putting puzzles to-
gether, shopping, and spoil-
ing her grandchildren. 
 Most of Peggy’s profes-
sional career was primarily 
focused in human resources. 
She considered her co-work-
ers as family and made many 
lifetime friends through her 
employment with Valenite, 
State Farm, and Peak Oil-
fi eld Services. Peggy retired 
from Peak to spend quality 
time with Terry. After his 
passing in 2017, she spent 
countless hours with her 
granddaughter and caretak-
er Lexie and her beloved fur 
baby, Abby. 
Survivors
 Peggy is survived by her 
four daughters; Krissa Kl-
ement and husband Tim 
of Gainesville, Traci Cook 
and husband Nate of Vir-
ginia, Kristin Lee husband 
Michael of Gainesville, and 
Brita Hamilton and hus-
band Th omas of Gainesville. 
Also included is her forever 
son-in-law, Dane Coker and 

wife Marie of Gainesville. 
Her grandchildren she loved 
and was so enormously 
proud of is Lexie Coker and 
fi ancé Mason Morrow, Trev-
er Coker, Jacob Campbell, 
Nathan (Trey) & Joshua 
Cook, Audrey Hamilton, 
Chase Klement, Brooke and 
Clayton Barnes and great-
granddaughter Ruth Barnes.  
She is also survived by her 
sister Wanda Whitley and 
husband Don of Denison, 
her sister-in-law Donna 
Partain and husband Larry 
of Gainesville, and sister-in-
law Carolyn Adkins. She has 
numerous nieces, a nephew, 
cousins, and many beloved 
relatives and friends.
 Pallbearers are Dane 
Coker, Trever Coker, Jacob 
Campbell, Th omas Hamil-
ton, Craig Barnes, and Greg 
Hess.
Donations
 Memorial contributions 
may be made to Noah’s Ark 
in Gainesville, Texas.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Thelma Elizabeth 
Hosea

Services
 Th elma went to be with 
the Lord on March 24,2021.
 A funeral service will be 
held at the First United 
Methodist Church at 2:00 
PM on Saturday, March 27, 
2021 with Rev. Adam Spore 
offi  ciating.  Burial will fol-
low in Fairview Cemetery.
 A visitation will be held at 
the church starting an hour 
prior to the service.
History
 She was born on De-
cember 5, 1920 to Maggie 
Weller Lorenz and Robert 
F. Lorenz in Toledo, Ohio.  
She moved to Gainesville 
in 1959 when her husband 
John was transferred with 
National Supply.     
 Th elma worked as a real-
tor with Osborne-Hawkins 
Real Estate in the 1970’s 
and 1980’s.  She was an ac-
tive member of First United 

Methodist church as well as 
an assistant leader for Camp 
Fire Girls.  She volunteered 
at Second Time Around Re-
sale Shop and volunteered 
for over 30 years at Gaines-
ville Memorial Hospital/ 
NTMC.    
 Th elma was known by 
her family and friends as be-
ing so very loving and kind.  
She had such a great sense of 
humor and was a joy to be 
around. She was very gener-
ous and used her time and 
talents to help others.      
Survivors
 Survivors include her 
daughters Kimberly Th orne 
and Valerie Shasteen, son 
Randy Hosea, grandchil-
dren Ryan Smith, Cameron 
Smith, Michelle Wilson, 
Jennifer Chicas, Matt Shas-
teen, and Emily Shasteen.  
She had 6 great-grandchil-
dren.      
 She was preceded in death 
by her husband John Ho-
sea and her sons-in-law Joe 
Th orne and Dale Shasteen.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Barbara J. Roberson
 
Services
 Funeral services for Bar-
bara J. Roberson, 84, of 
Gainesville, are scheduled 
for 2:00 P.M. on Wednes-
day, March 24, 2021 at Th e 
Fold of Grand Avenue with 
Casey Fain offi  ciating.  In-
terment will follow at Era 
Cemetery.  Th e family will 
receive friends at 1:00 P.M. 
prior to the service.
 Mrs. Roberson passed 
away March 18, 2021 in 
Hurst, TX.
History 
 Barbara was born Decem-
ber 26, 1936 in Hood, TX 
to Annie Eula Hughes and 
Charlie Myers.  She married 
Roger Roberson in Hood 
in 1957.  She received her 
Bachelor’s Degree in 1978 
from College of Charleston 
and a Master’s Degree from 
Texas Women’s University 
in 1998, both focusing on 
Special Education.  Mrs. 
Roberson had a long and 
successful career in various 
fi elds of education.  She 
was a very active member 
of Grand Avenue Baptist 
Church and Th e Fold of 
Grand Avenue.
Survivors 
 Survivors include: daugh-
ter, Kathy Roberson; 
daughter, Holly Roberson; 
granddaughters: Mackenzie 
Roberson and Jenna Rob-
erson; great-grandson, Mor-
gan King-Roberson; and 
many beloved nieces, neph-
ews, and their spouses.
 Mrs. Roberson was pre-
ceded in death by: parents, 
Charlie and Eula Myers; 
husband, Maj. Roger K. 
Roberson, USAF (Ret.); and 
son, James Clint Roberson.
Donations 
 Memorial contributions 
may be made to ABBA 
Women’s Center of Gaines-
ville, TX.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Alvin Walter Thomas

Services
 Alvin Th omas went to be 
with the Lord on Sunday, 
March 28, 2021 at 3:02 PM 
after a lengthy illness with 
heart failure. He was sur-
rounded by his family and 
close friends at the time of 
death. 
 Graveside services are set 
for 2:00 PM Th ursday, April 
1, 2021 at the Mount Zion 
Cemetery in Cooke County 
with Bro. Ralph Gourley of-
fi ciating under the direction 
of the Geo. J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home. No visita-
tion services are planned.
History
 Alvin was a long-time 
employee for the city of 
Gainesville, working in the 
water/waste department. He 
worked the night shift, and 
told stories of night crawlers 
and the black panther that 
came to see him during his 
shift.
 He shared his love for cars, 
like his father, who owned 
and operated an auto parts 
store. He enjoyed working 
with model cars, and loved 
to watch car racing and dirt 
track racing. 
 Alvin was a member of 
the First Baptist Church in 
Muenster.
Survivors
 He leaves behind sons 
Allen Th omas, and Robert 
Th omas; nieces Pam Th om-
as, and Sarah Clure; nephew 
Jerry Hellinger; and broth-
er-in-law Mike Hellinger, all 
of Gainesville; sister-in-law 
Christy Hall and her hus-
band Robert of OK.; cousin 
Wanda Greene; and several 
great-nieces and great-neph-
ews.
 He was preceded in death 
by his parents Clarence 
W. Th omas and Ettie Mae 
(Huneycutt) Th omas; sister 
Patsy Ann Hellinger; aunts 
Grace Juanita Trammell, 
Lilly Ross, Pearl Lambert, 
Parthena Martin, Marie 
Moore, and Rose Estes; 
uncles John Huneycutt, and 
Clare Huneycutt.
 You may sign the online 
registry at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Steve Dedek, Jr.

Services
 Steve Dedek, Jr., the son 
of Steve and Birdie Doris 
(Sanders) Dedek, was born 
on April 29, 1946 at Th ack-
erville, OK. Memorial ser-
vice will be held at 11:00 
a.m. Friday, April 2, 2021 
at Flanagan-Watts Funeral 
Home Chapel in Marietta 
with Bro. Murray McMur-
ray offi  ciating. 

History
 He passed away Wednes-
day, March 17, 2021 in 
Select Specialty Hospital in 
Carrollton, TX. Born and 
raised in Th ackerville, Steve 
graduated with the Th acker-
ville Class of 1964.
 To say Steve was outgoing 
is belittling his personality. 
His magnetic energy made 
every person he met his 
closest friend. Working for 
many years in automotive 
sales brought many friends 
into his life. He owned and 
operated S&L Auto Sales 
in Gainesville, TX for over 
23 years. He had the gift of 
storytelling and tricks that 
many people could share. 
Th e twinkle in his eye and 
the sideways smirk would 
always give him away some-
times, but the roaring laugh-
ter and clapping hands that 
came after the joke, brought 
joy to everyone within ear 
shot. He was the giant we 
all knew and loved and felt 
safe anytime he was near. 
His hugs were so meaning-
ful you knew nothing could 
ever penetrate his guard he 
had around you. Steve’s love 
for the outdoors and people 
kept him out and about 
every day and through the 
night. His daredevil person-
ality took him from sinking 
ATV’s and pontoon boats 
and going down very steep 
hills on four wheelers. We 
never knew how he could 
ever stay insured.
 You could fi nd him at ev-
ery high school basketball 
game that he could fi nd. 
He did not even need to 
know the players. Just to en-
joy watching the game was 
good enough for him. He 
was an avid fan of the OU 
Sooners football team. Steve 
loved to go to the casino and 
just gossip with the guys, 
but again you never knew if 
it was the truth or another 
trick he was playing on you. 
His love for his grandchil-
dren was unconditional. 
Teaching them the ways of 
the farm and how to buy a 
car were only a few things 
he enjoyed. When his voice 
was lost, the personality was 
still there. Th ose eyebrows 
would move, and his eyes 
would tell you every word 
he needed to say. Th e man, 
the friend, the legend that 
he was will always remain. 
 Steve was preceded in 
death by his parents; four 
brothers, Haney Dedek, 
Kenzie Dedek, Mike Dedek, 
and Clent Dedek; and two 
sisters, Gladys Bond and 
Helen Long.
Survivors
 Survivors include his 
loving wife, Debra of the 
home; daughter, Stacie Lla-
no of Gainesville; son, Ste-
ven Kemp of Denton, TX; 
fi ve grandchildren, Chance 
Llano and Taylor Llano of 
Gainesville, Chloe Kemp of 
Oklahoma City, OK, and 
Josey and Jacey Kemp of 
Denton; one brother, Da-
vid Dedek of Marietta, OK; 
three sisters, Linda Mor-
gan of Carrollton, Barbara 
Gregg of Colorado Springs, 
CO, and Burnedia Nam-
minga and husband Ivan of 
Dallas, TX; brother-in-law, 
Leroy McLaughlin of Wyn-
newood; brother-in-law and 
sister-in-law, Gary & Sher-
ry McLaughlin of Valley 
View, TX; sister-in-law and 
brother-in-law, Brenda and 
Bobby Dean of Marietta; 
sister-in-law, Cyndy Green 
of Burneyville, OK; and nu-
merous nieces and nephews. 
 Honorary bearers are

(Continued on Page 7)
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Dr. Zaira Jorai-Khan, DO

•  Well-woman exams •  Women’s health issues
•  Infertility •  Incontinence 
•  Ultrasound •  Prenatal care 
•  Gynecologic surgery •  C-Section and vaginal delivery
•  Vaginal birth after cesarean (VBAC)

 

Quality Care for Women

Call (940) 612-8750 to schedule an appointment

(940) 612-8750  |  www.ntmconline.net 

Voted BEST OB-GYN
in Cooke County!

Faith Lutheran
Church

1823 Luther Lane
1/2 Block North of Scivally’s on Hwy 82

940-668-7147

Helping Hands of Faith Thrift Store will 
be CLOSED for Good Friday April 2.  

Join us at Faith Lutheran Church 
for Holy Week Services:

Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m.

Good Friday
Friday, April 2 at 7:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 4 at 9:00 a.m.

Breakfast (No Easter Egg Hunt)
10:15 a.m. Traditional Communion

Worship Service
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311 E. California St.
Gainesville, TX

GAINESVILLE EYE CARE

Glasses      Eye Exams      Contacts

940-668-7500

Most Glasses Ready Same Day!
www.gainesvilleeyecare.com

Dr. Kasey Warren, OD
Dr. Andrew Warren, OD

INTERNAL MEDICINE 
CLINIC

Dr. V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine

Monday thru Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

Medicare, Medicaid and All Insurances.
Self Pay Accepted.

734 N. Grand Avenue  |  Gainesville  |  940.668.9000
WWW.GAINESVILLETXDENTIST.COM

AWARDED THE 
BEST DENTAL
OFFICE IN TOWN

3 Years in 

a Row

New equipment to better serve you!
Lower Radiations | Painless | Convenient | Accurate

Gainesville Hospital District
Approves IFS Tax Abatement
(Continued from Page 1)

 Keene said the jobs add-
ed will be manufacturing 
positions as well as admin-
istrative jobs.  Th e abate-
ment applies only to the fa-
cility’s planned expansion. 
 Th e board approved 
consent items including 
minutes of the January 25, 
2021 regular meeting.
 Shelle Diehm, chief fi -
nancial offi  cer, presented 
the fi nancial report. Th e 
report was approved unan-
imously.
 Diehm provided infor-
mation related to the dis-
trict’s indigent care pro-
gram as requested by board 
member Ken Atterbury.
 “In calendar year 2018 
you can see we had 62 
patients at the [Cooke 
County] jail,” she said. 
“We had another 46 pa-
tients approved for [a total 
of ] 148 patients. Hospital 
clinic visits were 244, and 
we paid for 82 jail visits.”
 Th ere were 326 ap-
proved visits for calendar 
year 2018, Diehm said. 
She noted in December 
of 2018 when GCH took 
over the hospital lease, a fi -
nancial assistance program 
was added.
 “In October of 2018, 
the district decreased their 
indigent [funding] to less 
than 21 percent of the fed-
eral poverty level. It had 
been 50 percent of the pov-
erty level prior to that so 
2018 may have decreased 
because of that amount go-
ing down,” she said.
 She said the district de-
cided to give fi nancial as-

sistance up to 400 percent 
of the poverty level.
 “So fi nancial assistance 
is anything above the 21 
percent up to 400 percent 
of federal poverty,” she 
said. “Just to put this in 
perspective with one per-
son in a household, the 
federal poverty limit for 
2021 is $12,480 and then 
I think you add about 
$4,480 for each additional 
person within the house-
hold. In 2019 you can see 
we had 43 jail patients. 
Th irty-seven patients were 
approved for hospital and 
clinic services for a total 
of 80 patients and then 
we had 132 hospital visits. 
We are not able to capture 
all of our clinic visits at 
this point… and then we 
paid for 54 jail patients to 
be seen.”
 She noted fi nancial as-
sistance indicates 175 pa-
tients logged 196 visits in 
the hospital, a slight in-
crease from 2018 to 2019. 
 “In 2020, we had 27 jail 
patients, 23 other patients 
for a total of 50,” she said. 
“I think part of the reason 
it’s gone down had to do 
with the 2020 COVID 
and people not wanting to 
go to a doctor, not wanting 
to be out in the commu-
nity.”
 Financial assistance in-
cluded 154 patients and 
284 hospital service visits 
for a total of 204 visits and 
384 visits.
 She also presented Janu-
ary-February 2021 fi nan-
cials. She noted the district 
is ahead by approximately 
$75,000. But had a fund 

balance loss of $212,447 
from January to February, 
however the district was 
over budget by $60,000 for 
January and February. She 
said the district is $340K 
ahead of budget in sources 
of income over uses.
 Operating cash has in-
creased from $7.3 million 
in September to $8.7 mil-
lion in February. 
 Emily Lewis presented 
the hospital board report. 
She said the board met 
March 16. She noted Ger-
ald Smith and Ray Fletcher 
are new board members. 
She noted the board re-
ceived a presentation by 
Joe Th ompson regarding 
hospital changes that will 
happen associated with 
COVID-19.
 Lewis said the changes 
are “really interesting.” She 

also said the hospital has 
administered about 1,000 
COVID vaccinations per 
week. She also said the 
hospital hired seven new 
nurses in March and is 
expecting other nurses to 
come on board in April.
 Th e board also approved 
cancelation of the May 
election.
 “We had three candi-
dates for the election in 
May,” Board President Jeff  
Isbell said, “Myself, Shane 
Lee and Lisa Westervelt. 
Th ere were none oppos-
ing that. We need to have a 
motion approving the can-
celation of the election in 
May.” 
 Finally, the board ap-
proved authorizing 
NTMC Comptroller Gary 
Calvert to have access to 
online banking.

GAINESVILLE – Abi-
gail’s Arms is excited to 
announce that, as of Janu-
ary 1, 2021, they are now 
providing non-residential 
adult and child specifi c ser-
vices out of their new of-
fi ces located at 201 Harvey 
Street in Gainesville.
 Th e Emergency Shelter 
on Aspen St. remains open 
to victims who are fl eeing 
or in immediate danger 
and need a safe space to re-
cover.
 Assistance at both loca-
tions includes Case Man-
agement, Housing and 
Job Search Assistance, Fi-
nancial recovery, Counsel-
ing, Life Skills, Healthy 
Relationships and Parent-
ing Classes, Forensic In-
terviews, Protective Order 
Applications and many 
other supportive services 
to clients. Services are free 
and confi dential to anyone 
who has been a victim of a 
violent crime.

 As a multifaceted agency, 
Abigail’s Arms provides 
information and support 
through their clients’ pro-
cess toward healing. Cli-
ents do not have to stay in 
the shelter to receive free 
critical support services.
 Th e agency provides ser-
vices for:
 • Domestic Violence
 • Sexual Assault
 • Child Abuse and
 Neglect
 • Child Sexual Assault
 • Stalking
 • Dating violence
 • Victimizations from 
 other person’s crimes
 • Elder Abuse
 Abigail’s Arms Preven-
tion and Community Edu-
cation Program for adults 
and children, work to pre-
vent and combat violence 
in our community.
 Th ey are excited about 
the move and humbled 
by the generosity that has 
made this possible.

Abigail’s Arms 
Announces a 
New Second
Location in
Gainesville

Enjoy Mimosas & Bloody Marys

113 N. Main  |  Muenster, TX  |  940-759-3627
Now Open For Breakfast on

Sunday 8:00 - 10:30 am
Now Open For Breakfast on

Sunday 8:00 - 10:30 am
Omelets • Eggs  • Pancakes

Hashbrowns • Bacon • Sausage
German Sausage • Biscuits & Gravy

Closed
Easter

Sunday!
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COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following sentences were is-
sued for felony indictments 
and fi led in the 235th Dis-
trict Court.
 Eddie Ray Roper, 32, 
was convicted of the De-
cember 1, 2017 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and 
was sentenced to two years’ 
suspended time, two years’ 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, four years’ proba-
tion, a $500 fi ne plus resti-
tution and court costs.
 Robert Lee Brown Jr., 28, 
was convicted of the Octo-
ber 21, 2018 second degree 
felony off ense of aggravated 
assault/serious bodily in-
jury and was sentenced to 
four years’ confi nement in 
a state jail facility and court 
costs.
 Stuart Wade Watkins, 
41, was convicted of the 
June 22, 2019 fi rst degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
with intent to deliver less 
than 200 grams and was 
sentenced to seven years’ 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Cathy Malinda Foster, 
47, was convicted of the 
May 16, 2019 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and was 
sentenced to three days’ 
suspended time, one year, 
three months’ confi nement 
in a state jail facility plus 

restitution and court costs.
 Stacie Breon Harris, 28, 
was convicted of the Oc-
tober 3, 2019 third degree 
felony off ense of posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance less than four grams 
and was sentenced to three 
years’ probation deferred, a 
$500 fi ne plus restitution 
and court costs.
 Kierra Askia McChris-
tian, 26, was convicted of 
the October 24, 2018 sec-
ond degree felony off ense of 
engaging in organized crimi-
nal activity, forgery and was 
sentenced to 10 years sus-
pended time, 10 years’ con-
fi nement in a state jail facil-
ity, three years’ probation, a 
$500 fi ne and court costs.
 Adam Ross Stogner, 33, 
was convicted of a lesser 
charge in connection with 
the August 26, 2019 fi rst 
degree felony off ense of 
continuous sexual abuse of 
a child and was sentenced 
to 25 years’ confi nement in 
a state jail facility and court 
costs.
 Michael Lee Henry, 33, 
was convicted of the Decem-
ber 11, 2019 habitual off ense 
of possession of a controlled 
substance with intent to de-
liver less than 200 grams and 
was sentenced to 10 years’ 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Tina Ann Jones, 53, was 
convicted of the September 
13, 2019 state jail felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 

than one gram and was 
sentenced to two years’ 
suspended time, two years’ 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, a $500 fi ne plus res-
titution and court costs.
 Stephanie Laray Glenn, 
40, was convicted of the 
November 10, 2019 state 
jail felony off ense of fraud-
ulent use or possession of 
identifying information 
and was sentenced to one 
year suspended time, one 
year confi nement in a state 
jail facility and court costs.
 Ora Curtis Gardner, 44, 
was convicted of the Janu-
ary 30, 2020 second degree 
felony off ense of sexual as-
sault of a child, bigamy and 
was sentenced to 28 years’ 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility and court costs.
 Randall Claude Bry-
ant, 31, was convicted of 
the March 29, 2019 third 
degree felony off ense of 
exploitation of an elderly 
person and was sentenced 
to three years’ probation 
deferred, a $500 fi ne and 
court costs.
 Leticia Guadalupe Romo, 
31, was convicted of the 
February 26, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of abandon-
ing or endangering a child 
and was sentenced to four 
years’ probation deferred 
and court costs. Romo was 
also convicted of the Feb-
ruary 26, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of abandon-
ing or endangering a child 
and was sentenced to four 
years’ probation deferred 

and court costs.
 Quentin Demayne Man-
uel, 36, was convicted of 
the May 28, 2020 second 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 400 
grams and was sentenced 
to three years’ suspended 
time, eight years’ confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility, 
three years’ probation, a 
$500 fi ne plus restitution 
and court costs.
 Robert Andrew Bent-
ley, 20, was convicted of 
the July 30, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and 
was sentenced to two years’ 
suspended time, two years’ 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, four years’ proba-
tion plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Rojelio Beruman, 23, was 
convicted of the June 24, 
2020 third degree felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than four grams and was 
sentenced to two years’ pro-
bation deferred, a $1,500 
fi ne plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Christina Maldonado, 
43, was convicted of the 
June 22, 2020 third degree 
felony off ense of prohibited 
substance in a correctional 
facility and was sentenced 
to two years’ suspended 
time, two years’ confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility, 
two years’ probation, $500 
fi ne and court costs.

Sentences Issued for 
Felony Indictments

Cooke County Sheriff 
Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following incidents were 
reported to the Cooke 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 Crossroads Baptist 
Church reported theft of 

property less than $30,000 
in the 2200 block of FM 
51.
 Spring Creek Church 
reported damage/destruc-
tion in the 3700 block of 
County Road 307.
 George Sparkman re-
ported theft of property 
less than $2,500 in the 
4500 block of FM 372.
 Offi  cers investigated 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
ounce at FM 51 and FM 
1630.
 Kenneth Sheldon 
Doughty reported fraudu-
lent use/possession of iden-
tifying information in the 
300 block of County Road 
451.
 Offi  cers investigated 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram in the 2200 block 
East Highway 82.
 Lawrence Ray Downe 
reported criminal mischief 

less than $2,500 in the 
100 block of County Road 
314.
 Brandi Dawn Shaw re-
ported criminal mischief 
less than $750 in the 6700 
block of North I-35.
 
Arrest Log
 Chase Langston Wi-
att, 29, failure to identify 
fugitive/give false infor-
mation, resisting arrest/
search or transport, as-
sault on a public servant, 
aggravated assault with 
a deadly weapon, felon 
in possession of weapon, 
possession of marijuana 
less than fi ve pounds, ter-
roristic threat.
 Zebulon Ray McDer-
mand, 41, possession of 
a controlled substance 
less than 200 grams, 
fraudulent possession/use 
of identifying informa-
tion, unlawful carrying 
of weapon, possession of 

marijuana less than two 
ounces.
 Christopher Michael Pa-
dilla, 22, unlawful carry-
ing of weapon, possession 
of marijuana less than two 
ounces.
 Brandon Alexis Sosa, 22, 
unlawful carrying of weap-
on.
 Shawn L. Tepfer-Escobe-
do, 42, assault by contact/
family violence.
 Mitchell Everett Morri-
son, 35, blue warrant.
 Khristopher Lee Clark, 
43, aggravated perjury.
 Rene Escobedo, 45, driv-
ing while intoxicated third 
or more.
 Curtis Overstreet, 58, 
two warrants, manufac-
ture/delivery of a con-
trolled substance less than 
200 grams, possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than 28 grams.
 James Robert Ott, driv-
ing while intoxicated. 

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce. 
 Christopher Lin Ervin, 
37, Collinsville and Madi-
son Jane Coleman, 29, 
Collinsville.
 Johnathan David Self, 
39, Wichita, Kansas and 
Julie Kay Goetz, 31, Wich-
ita, Kansas.

 Samuel James Stanford, 
34, Callisburg and Taylor 
Renae Clark, 29, Callis-
burg.
 Joe Charles Tice, 70, 
Ardmore, Oklahoma and 
Qiaomei You, 49, Okla-
homa.
 Cody James Buchholtz, 
26, Gainesville and Kend-
all Lynn Ellington, Gaines-
ville.
 Kristopher Rion Clark, 

23, Gainesville and Valerie 
Jean Vaughn, 23, Gaines-
ville.
 Kristian Alexander Dix-
on, 25, Ardmore, Okla-
homa and Stephanie Dawn 
Roya, 33, Ardmore, Okla-
homa.
 Jacob Tyler Moore, 28, 
Gainesville and Elizabeth 
Marie Smith, 29, Gaines-
ville.

Marriage License
Requests Received

We Offer:
Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Respite Care

98% Customer Satisfaction Rate in 2019

940-668-8814
Free Inspections
Insured • Residential
Locally Owned & Operated

Serving N-C Texas & S-OK
Family Owned & Operated

Over 15 Years Experience
Always Happy Customers!

Kings247MobileRVService@gmail.com
940-229-4780

 
Temporary waiver of vehicle title & registration requirements ends April 14, 2021 

Cooke County residents have through then to complete overdue transactions  
 

The temporary waiver of certain vehicle title and registration requirements will end at 11:59 p.m. on April 14, 2021. The 
Cooke County Tax Assessor-Collector’s Office is ready to serve motorists who have until then to complete their 
transactions. 
 
If you have not reviewed your expired vehicle registration sticker, you should make plans to renew on or before April 14, 
2021. It is not necessary to wait until the deadline to complete any overdue transactions.  
 
“I commend Governor Abbott for balancing the safety of Texans with the need to continue vital state services by 
offering the waivers to registration and titling requirements during the pandemic.  Fortunately, many Texans are already 
in compliance with these requirements,” said Texas Department of Motor Vehicles (TxDMV) Executive Director Whitney 
Brewster. “We continued to offer registration renewal and other important services throughout the waiver period.” 
 
“Cooke County offers several convenient options to renew your registration and complete other transactions that were 
temporarily waived due to the pandemic,” said Cooke County Tax Assessor-Collector Brandy Ann Carr. “If you need to 
visit our office, we have health and safety measures in place to protect our customers and employees.” 
 
Options for renewing your vehicle registration: 
 

1) Online: Visit www.TxDMV.gov. There is a $1 discount if you renew online. Online renewal is available up to nine 
months past your registration expiration date. 
 

2) Mail: Return the bottom portion of your registration renewal form, payment and other required information to 
the Cooke County Tax Assessor-Collector’s office. 
 

3) In Person: 112 S Dixon St Gainesville, TX 76240.  

Reminder: Before renewing registration, Cooke County residents will need to obtain a passing vehicle inspection at the 
state vehicle inspection station of their choice, unless their vehicle is exempt from inspection requirements. 
 
The expiring temporary waiver covers the following services: 
 

 Initial vehicle registration. 
 Vehicle registration renewal. 
 Vehicle titling. 
 Renewal of permanent disabled parking placards. 
 30-day temporary permits. 

If you need assistance with completing your transaction, please contact the Cooke County Tax Assessor-Collector’s office 
at 940-668-5500 option# 8. 

Sample Vehicle Registration Sticker 

Commercial & Residential

E-mail: bwinters@gvilleglassco.com

FREE MOBILE SERVICE
• Insurance Claims
• Lifetime Workmanship Guarantee
• Truck & Heavy Equipment
• All Makes and Models
• Rock Chip Repair
• Fully Insured

Shower & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors
Doors • Storefronts • Home Window 
Repair • Courteous Service • Fully 

Insured • Serving Cooke County and 
Surrounding Areas

2 Entrances:
2301 Foundry Rd & 2100 N. I-35

940.665.2800

DEF RECYCLING

Buying ALL

Scrap Metal

Sell New &

Used Steel



The Weekly News
March 31, 2021

216 W. Pecan • Gainesville, TX
Offi ce: 940.665.23206

The Weekly News
                   of Cooke County

Letter Policy
 Th e Weekly News of Cooke County invites its readers 
to submit letters to the editor. Letters should include 
the author’s name, address and daytime phone num-
ber. No letter will be printed without confi rmation 
from the author. Letters should be brief and to-the-
point.  
 Lengthy letters may require condensing. Con-
fi rmed letters will be printed as space allows. Letters 
that are not signed, contain personal attacks or ask that 
the author’s name be withheld will not be printed.
 Letters to the Editor will be printed without cor-
rections of spelling or grammar. Inappropriate lan-
guage will be removed. 
 Only one (1) letter will be published per month 
that are written by the same person.
 Published letters refl ect only the opinion of the 
author and not of Th e Weekly News of Cooke County. 

 Letters should be submitted to: 
   Th e Weekly News of Cooke County
   216 W. Pecan Street
   Gainesville, Texas 76240

or e-mail letters to:
Grice.King@Th eWeeklyNewsCC.com 

Opinions
Patrick J. Buchanan

Why Putin’s Pipeline is Welcome in Germany

By Patrick J. Buchanan

During a joint interview 
with Jens Stoltenberg, the 
Norwegian secretary-gen-
eral of NATO, Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken, 
fresh from his bout with 
the Chinese in Anchorage, 
took on Angela Merkel and 
the Germans.
 Issue: Nord Stream 2, 
the Baltic Sea pipeline 
Vladimir Putin is building 
to complement his Nord 
Stream 1 and carry more 
natural gas from Russia to 
Germany, and from there 
to other NATO nations.
 Th e original Nord 
Stream pipeline, also con-
sisting of two strands of 
pipe along the Baltic Sea 
fl oor, was completed in 
2011.
 In his meeting with Stol-
tenberg in Brussels, Blink-
en warned that Western 
companies participating 
in building Nord Stream 
2, which is 90% complete, 
would face sanctions man-
dated by Congress:
 “President Biden has 
been very clear in saying 
that he believes the pipe-
line is a bad idea; it’s bad for 
Europe, bad for the United 
States,” said Blinken, add-
ing, U.S. law “requires us 
to sanction companies par-
ticipating in the eff orts to 
complete the pipeline.”
 What is behind Ameri-

can opposition to Russian 
natural gas going to Ger-
many, and from there to 
NATO Europe? 
 First, the pipelines by-
pass Ukraine and Poland, 
cutting those countries 
out of the transit revenue. 
Second, we want NATO 
Germany to buy our own 
shale-produced natural gas. 
 Th ird, we object to a piv-
otal NATO ally increasing 
its present dependency for 
energy on the very nation 
against which the United 
States has defended that 
ally for 70 years. 
 Why are you Germans 
buying Russian gas when 
we are protecting you from 
Russian aggression, the 
Americans ask. It’s a fair 
question.
 Last summer, an exas-
perated President Donald 
Trump announced plans 
to withdraw 12,000 troops 
from Germany in what 
was described as a “strate-
gic” repositioning of U.S. 
forces in Europe.
 Trump said the move 
was in response to Ger-
many’s failure to meet na-
tional NATO targets on 
defense spending of at least 
2% of GDP.
 “We don’t want to be 
the suckers anymore,” said 
Trump “We’re reducing 
the force because they’re 
not paying their bills; it’s 
very simple.”
 Merkel ignored Trump’s 
threat. Th e U.S. troops are 
still there. 
 Th is week, Blinken met 
with German foreign min-
ister Heiko Maas to restate 
the U.S. concern over 
Nord Stream 2, while hast-
ily adding that Germany is 
a vital NATO ally and the 
pipeline is “an irritant in a 
rock-solid alliance.”
 One gets the impression 
that Merkel and the Ger-

mans will prevail, the pipe-
line will be completed, and 
the gas will begin to fl ow to 
Germany. 
 And that the Americans 
will accept it, rather than 
exacerbate the issue.
 Yet, what does Germa-
ny’s willing and deepening 
dependence on Russian gas 
for its energy, as it moves 

off  coal and nuclear power, 
tell us? 
 And what does Germa-
ny’s chronic refusal to meet 
the standard of NATO na-
tions to contribute 2% of 
GDP to the common de-
fense tell us?
 Quite obviously, the 
Germans do not see Pu-
tin’s Russia as the military 

threat it was in the Cold 
War. And Berlin has come 
to believe that, even if it 
falls short of its commit-
ments to spend more on 
defense, the Americans 
are bluffi  ng. Th ey are not 
going to leave Europe or 
NATO.
 Why are the Germans 
not wrong to conclude 

this? 
 Because being the “last 
superpower,” “the leader 
of the free world,” the 
“indispensable nation,” 
the architect of the “rules-
based international order” 
created by the World War 
II generation of Harry 
Truman, Dean Acheson, 
George Marshall and the 

rest, is how we defi ne our-
selves and our mission to 
mankind. 
 We can’t let go, because 
this is who we are and what 
we do.
 Without this mission, 
what could justify the 
mammoth amounts we 
invest annually on NATO, 
national defense, foreign 

aid, the Indo-Pacifi c, the 
CIA and the Armed Forces 
of the United States?
 Consider. Between 1989 
and 1991, the Soviet Em-
pire collapsed and disin-
tegrated. Th e Berlin Wall 
came down. All the Red 
Army divisions went home 
from Europe. Commu-
nism ceased to be the ide-
ology of the Soviet Union, 
which itself split apart into 
15 separate nations. 
 Russia was no longer the 
largest captive nation of 
communism but a nation 
reaching out in friendship 
to the United States.
 And what did we do in 
response? 
 We doubled the number 
of nations in NATO we are 
sworn to defend, moved 
the alliance deep into East-
ern Europe and adopted a 
policy of containment of a 
shrunken Russia.

Having won the Cold War, 
and unable to fi nd a new 
mission, we started a sec-
ond Cold War to contain 
the new Russia -- this time 
at the borders of Belarus, 
Ukraine and Georgia, as 
we had once contained 
the old USSR at the River 
Elbe.
 Why does Angela 

Merkel not take seriously 
U.S. threats to pull our 
troops out of Germany, if 
the Germans won’t cancel 
Nord Stream 2 or pony up 
more for defense?
 Because Merkel thinks 
the Americans are bluffi  ng 
about going home from 
Europe, and thinks the 
Russia of Vladimir Putin is 
not the Russia she knew in 
the days of the GDR. 
 Is she wrong?
 Patrick J. Buchanan is 
the author of “Nixon’s 
White House Wars: Th e 
Battles Th at Made and 
Broke a President and Di-
vided America Forever.” 
To fi nd out more about 
Patrick Buchanan and read 
features by other Creators 
writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators website 
at www.creators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2021 
CREATORS.COM

By Froma Harrop

When will we be able to 
attend a live performance? 
Th at question is being 
asked angrily in France, 
where theater is more cen-
tral to the national culture. 
(America has no national 
theater.) But we should ask 
that here as well. Broadway 
remains shuttered, as are 
indoor theaters and con-
cert halls across the coun-
try. Can’t they at least start 
their engines, if in a lim-
ited fashion?
 In France, protesters are 
occupying at least seven 
theaters, including the 
landmark Odeon in Paris. 
Th e occupiers -- largely ac-
tors, workers and students 
-- are demanding that 
France’s theaters be at least 
partly reopened. Th ey’ve 
been shut since October 
following a spike in coro-
navirus cases. 
 Australia halted the 
spread of the virus through 

disciplined mask-wearing 
and social distancing. 
Th us, if you want to see a 
stage production of Dis-
ney’s “Frozen,” you have 
to go to Sydney. You’re 
now able to see a live per-
formance of “Hamilton” 
there, too. Audience mem-
bers, needless to say, must 
wear masks.
 Some sponsors of live 
theater fear that their for-
mer audiences, glued to 
streaming services during 
the pandemic, won’t want 
to detach themselves. Th ey 
also worry that once their 
patrons have seen “Ham-
ilton” on Disney+, they 
won’t want to spring for a 
$100-plus theater ticket.
  As it happened, many 
American playhouses 
bowed to reality and ne-
cessity and streamed their 
productions. Are they 
planting the seeds of live 
theater’s destruction? Per-
haps not. A 2016 study 
in Britain found that the-
atergoers who watched 
streamed performances pa-
tronized live theater more 
than those who didn’t.
 Th e National Th eater in 
London has been broad-
casting plays for free on 
YouTube. It’s also started 
its own paid streaming 
service that anyone in the 
world can watch, which is 
providing a tidy source of 
income.
 Meanwhile, fabulous TV 

from the streaming ser-
vices got us through CO-
VID-19. “Th e Crown” or 
“Th e Mandalorian” -- there 
was something for every-
body. 
 So, why crowd into a 
playhouse?
 Th ere (SET ITAL) are 
(END ITAL) reasons. Th e 
players in a theater interact 
with the audience, which 
makes every performance 
unique. And the audi-
ence is part of the show, 
its members responding 
to one another. A good ex-
ample is the group laugh. 
As they say in the business, 
the experience belongs to 
the collective.
 In a videoed production, 
you see what the camera 
shows you. Often, that’s a 
close-up of a single char-
acter. In a theater, you can 
also follow the reactions 
of other characters on the 
stage. As Alex Webb wrote 
for Bloomberg News, “Th e 
show was developed with 
a theatrical audience in 
mind, so watching it on 
a 32-inch screen compro-
mises the experience.”
 A theater feeds local 
businesses. People go out 
to eat or drink before or 
after. An actual theater 
district provides customers 
for hotels and other travel-
related activities.
 Performing arts com-
panies across the country 
are starting their revival 

with outdoor productions. 
Austen Opera will soon 
stage the opera “Tosca” at 
a Formula 1 racetrack. Th e 
Fountain Th eatre in Los 
Angeles is about to present 
the play “An Octoroon” in 
its East Hollywood parking 
lot. 
 Th e Broadway theaters 
aren’t expected to open 
until autumn. New York 
is trying to keep the heart 
beating through pop-up 
events, where artists per-
form on subway platforms 
and at similar public areas. 
 An advantage of outdoor 
performances is that social 
distancing is easier in these 
bigger spaces. But soon, we 
pray, we won’t have to do 
social distancing. 
 None of this can replace 
the electric moment when 
the theater lights start to 
dim and a stage comes alive 
with real people. Th e pan-
demic showed us the fi erce 
human need for commu-
nal life. Live theater should 
again be part of it. 
 Follow Froma Harrop 
on Twitter @FromaHar-
rop. She can be reached 
at fharrop@gmail.com. To 
fi nd out more about Froma 
Harrop and read features 
by other Creators writers 
and cartoonists, visit the 
Creators webpage at www.
creators.com.
COPYRIGHT 2021 
CREATORS.COM

Froma Harrop

Streaming Did the Job.

Now We Need Live Th eater
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B.P. Douglas Barbeque Raises Funds for Restoration Project - The 
Saturday, March 27 fundraiser at B.P. Douglas Park in Gainesville raised 
$7,909 for the park restoration which includes new playground equip-
ment, a splashpad, legacy bricks and a monument dedicated to Douglas 
who was a respected Cooke County educator.               (Courtesy Photo)

Obituaries

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Zachery Th omas Mor-
row vs. Rachelle Renee 
Morrow, divorce.
 Gerald Pratt vs. Mary 
Ann Pratt, divorce.

 Ethan Myles Rains vs. 
Lindsey Rae Russell, di-
vorce.
 Carl William Eldon vs. 
Melissa Kay Eldon, div-
roce.
 Elizabeth Bartling vs. 
John Anthony Klement, 
divorce.

Cases Decided

 Alexus Lynn Redmon vs 
Trevor Joseph Chambers, 
agreed judgements, di-
vorce.
 Jennifer Lynn Clark vs. 
Patrick Christopher Clark, 
agreed judgements, di-
vorce.
 Jacob Bayer vs. Jacey 
Bayer, agreed judgements, 
divorce.

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided

Looking for Native American Indians, Alaskan Natives 
or Native Hawaiians needing assistance finding 

employment or vocation training

ALABAMA-COUSHATTA
TRIBAL EMPLOYMENT 

 & TRAINING PROGRAM

Must be a member of a U.S. Federally recognized tribe with a 
supporting document from a U.S. Federally recognized Tribe’s 

Tribal Rolls and Records office and reside within our designated 
service area in Texas

Call 1-877-717-6101
or apply online at www.acwia.org

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Section 166, 
20 CFR 684.300(a) (1) An Indian, as determined by 

a policy of the INA program grantee; or (2) An Alaska 
Native; or (3) A Native Hawaiian.

(Continued from Page 3)

 Mike Wigington, Judge 
John Morris, Brunson Cho-
ate, Steve Boone, Jason 
Snuggs, Jerry Lemons, Tim 
Camp, Bob Doty, Michael 
Sampson, Rick Jones, and 
Rick Smith. 
 Online guest book: watts-
funeralhome.com.

Nathan Dale Lowry

Services
Nathan Dale Lowry, of 

Gainesville, passed away 
March 21, 2021 at the age 
of 90. 
 A graveside service will 
be held at 2:00 PM Friday, 
March 26, 2021 in Fairview 
Cemetery with Rev. Hollis 
Parsons offi  ciating.  A visita-
tion will be held at the Geo. 
J. Carroll & Son Funeral 
Home on Th ursday, March 
25 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM.
History
 He was born December 8, 
1930 in Gainesville, to W. 
A. and Lucy (Clark) Lowry.  
He was a proud Marine and 
served in the Korean War.
 Later in life, Nathan 
worked for the National 
Supply Company in Gaines-
ville.  After retirement, he 
enjoyed working on classic 
vehicles and spending time 
with his grandkids.
Survivors
 Mr. Lowry is survived by 
his four children:  Cindy 
Wood of Gainesville; Greg 

Lowry and wife Debby of 
Gainesville, Robert Lowry 
of Gainesville, Jeff  Lowry 
and wife Diane of Gaines-
ville.  He is also survived by 
ten grandchildren and six-
teen great-grandchildren.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Andrew ‘Skeeter’
Truebenbach

Services
 Mass of Christian Burial 
for Andrew ‘Skeeter’ True-
benbach, age 69, of Gaines-
ville will be held at 10:00 
AM on Wednesday, March 
24, 2021 at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church. Burial 
to follow at Sacred Heart 
Cemetery. Rosary and Vigil 
will be held at 6:00 PM on 
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 
at Scott Funeral Home in 
Muenster.
History
 Andrew John “Skeeter” 
Truebenbach of Gaines-
ville, TX, age 69, passed 
away on March 21, 2021 
in Denton, Texas at Pres-
byterian Hospital. He was 
born on November 18, 
1951 in Muenster, Texas to 
Andrew and Margaret (Stof-
fels) Truebenbach. He was 
a 1970 graduate of Sacred 
Heart School. He worked 
at Bell Helicopter for over 
30 years and married Pat 
Graham on December 31, 
1997. Skeeter truly lived life 
to the fullest. Andy and Pat 
enjoyed traveling, camp-
ing at the lake and spend-
ing time with family and 
their sweet grandchildren. 
He had a special ability to 
make people laugh and feel 
welcome. He was always the 
life of the party! 
 He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Andrew and 
Margaret Truebenbach, 

brothers, Giles, Cliff ord, 
and Allen Truebenbach and 
sister Jane. 
Survivors

He is survived by his wife, 
Pat Truebenbach, children, 
Kody and Laura Trueben-
bach, Sabrina and Brice 
Gibbs, Bryan and LeighAnn 
Barba, Kevin Barba, and 
Nichole Barba as well as 
grandchildren, Jaxon, Ki-
eran, Zayden, Braddock, 
Kelsey, Maddison, Kierstyn, 
Tristen, and great grand-
child, Kinley. He is also 
survived by sisters Celine 
Bartel and Laura Gould.

Dorothy Darlene
Ludlam

Services
Dorothy Darlene Lud-

lam, 79, of Whitesboro, 
Texas was called home to 
her Lord and Savior on Sat-
urday, March 27, 2021 sur-
rounded by her loving fam-
ily.
 Graveside services hon-
oring Dorothy will be held 
at 3:00 PM on Wednesday, 
March 31, 2021 at Collins-
ville Cemetery, offi  ciated by 
Rev. Rick Carney.  A time 
of visitation will be held on 
Tuesday, March 30, 2021 
from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
at Meador Funeral Home in 
Whitesboro.
History

Dorothy was born on 
October 7, 1941 in Sadler, 
Texas to Emmot Cecil and 
Willie Opal (McKnight) 
Dobbs.  She was a mem-
ber of Bones Chapel Bap-
tist Church in Whitesboro.  
She retired from Texas In-
struments after 30 years of 
service.  Dorothy spent her 
time after retirement work-
ing at election polling sites 
and helping to deliver fl ow-
ers for Petals in Whitesboro.  

She was a fi erce competitor 
and loved a good corn hole 
game, playing cards or play-
ing Mario on the WII.  She 
was aff ectionately known as 
Granny Dot to most, but 
to some she was known as 
Nintendo Granny.  Doro-
thy loved to travel all over 
the United States, taking 
many trips with family and 
friends.  She was an amaz-
ing woman, full of love and 
compassion for so many 
people.  She loved her family 
tremendously and doted on 
her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, they were all 
her pride and joy in life.
Survivors
 She is survived by her 
daughter, Cindie Melton 
of Sanger; daughter, Sher-
ry Hopkins and husband, 
Chris of Ector; son, Garry 
Ludlam and wife, Rhonda 
of Whitesboro; son, Larry 
Ludlam and wife, Donnette 

of Euless; fi fteen grand-
children, eighteen great-
grandchildren, as well as 
numerous nieces, nephews 
and other loving family and 
friends.
 Dorothy was preceded in 
death by her parents, Em-
mot and Opal Dobbs, son-
in-law, Scott Melton and 
nine brothers and sisters.
 To sign the online reg-
istry, please go to www.
meadorfuneral.com. 

Peggy Joyce Tatum

Services
 Peggy Joyce Tatum, 79 of 
Nocona, TX passed away 
March 26, 2021 at the 
Grace Care Center in No-
cona, TX.
 Graveside services will be 
held 1P.M. Th ursday, April 

1, 2021 at Sardis Cemtery 
in Stamps, AR. under the 
direction of A.O. Smith Fu-
neral Homes.
History
 She was born November 
6, 1941 in Dallas, TX. to 
Joseph and Dorothy Brock-
way. She was a longtime 
teller at Bodcaw Bank in 
Stamps and she enjoyed gar-
dening.
 She was preceded in death 
by her father  and her hus-
band Jerry Tatom.
Survivors
 She is survived by her 
mother, Dorothy Brockway, 
one son, Tommy Tatom. 
Two sisters, Marie Williams 
of Gainsville, TX. And 
Donna Wood of Dallas, 
TX. And one granddaugh-
ter Shelby Farris and hus-
band Zack.
 Online registration is 
available at www.aosmith-
funeralhome.com.

City of Gainesville Launches Gell Social 
Media Platform to Promote Civil Discourse
GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville has launched a new ef-
fort with Gell, a new social 
media platform, to promote 
civil discourse on important 
issues facing our communi-

ty. Th e internet and typical 
social media like Facebook 
and Twitter are known for 
their tendency to be uncivil 
and “noisy,” where con-
versations tend to devolve 

into personal attacks, hate 
speech and off  topic posts. 
City and community lead-
ers of Gainesville are hop-
ing to prove there is a better 
way to drive healthy civic 
engagement and civil dis-
course to help us work to-
gether to improve our com-
munity.
 “In our current environ-
ment, it seems social me-
dia tends to attract people 
on the fringes and amplify 
division,” says Gainesville 
Mayor Jim Goldsworthy. 
“Both sides of the fringe 
make our city and commu-
nity seem much more di-
vided than we actually are. 
I have found most people, 
when you actually take the 
time to listen and have a 
conversation, are much 
more open minded and 
civil. Most people just want 
to be heard, engage around 
truth versus fi ction, and 

have a civil way to peaceful-
ly engage with each other.   
We are excited to be invited 
to launch this program with 
Gell, since that is what they 
designed the platform to do 
– allow us to discuss, debate 
and engage with each other 
in a civil and healthy way 
for the betterment of our 
city.”
 Gell was founded by Lo-
ren Bendele, a Texas born-
and-raised Internet entre-
preneur that has made his 
career building digital 
communities. Gell is his 
latest eff ort, focused on 
promoting civil discourse 
and healthy discussions to 
help communities work 
together to make better de-
cisions. “We’re excited to 
launch this program with 
Gainesville for several rea-
sons. I grew up in Duncan-
ville, TX and I think Texas 
communities are defi nitely 
diff erent. Th e strong sense 
of community and desire 
to work together are exact-
ly what we want to build 
online. From our conversa-
tions with the mayor and 
other civic leaders, it is 
very clear that they want 
the same things for Gaines-
ville. Also, Gainesville is 
big enough to prove you 
can act civilly with a lot of 
people, but small enough 

to make this a good initial 
test. Our long-term mis-
sion is to help society make 
better decisions together 
and we’re excited for this 
initial test.”
 Gell has tested the plat-
form with general discus-
sions and they are working 
with labs at Stanford and 
MIT. Initial tests prove that 
Gell reduced personal at-
tacks, hate speech, off  topic 
posts and SPAM by over 
99% compared to Face-
book and Twitter. It also 
has proven to increase user’s 
intellectual humility (helps 
people to see that perhaps 
they don’t have it all fi gured 
out and they can learn from 
engaging with other peo-
ple).
 Gainesville and Gell re-
cently launched three new 
questions that are ripe for 
civil discourse and you can 
click to add your voice and 
engage with other citizens 
and the leaders of Gaines-
ville:
 Once the Coronavirus 
vaccine is widely available, 
should Texas public schools 
require teachers and stu-
dents to be vaccinated (like 
we do for polio and mea-
sles)?
 Governor Abbott has re-
scinded mask mandates and 
all capacity restrictions on 

businesses. Eff ective March 
10th, 2021 all businesses 
including restaurants, in-
door concerts and sporting 
events will be allowed to 
open 100% and masks will 
not be required. Do you 
agree with Gov. Abbott’s 
decision? 
 Was it right for Twitter, 
Facebook, etc. to perma-
nently ban President Don-
ald Trump from Social Me-
dia?
 “Th is is just a start,” said 
Mayor Goldsworthy. “Our 
goal is to use Gell to con-
tinue to discuss issues in 
our community and make 
decisions together in a 
transparent way. You can 
never get everyone to agree 
on everything, so that’s 
not our goal. We should 
be able to listen to each 
other, try to understand 
each other and understand 
how and why decisions are 
made. Civil discourse and 
transparency are funda-
mental pillars of healthy 
democracies and I believe 
digital civil discourse is a 
natural and critical next 
step. We can certainly do 
so much better than what 
we are currently seeing on 
Facebook and Twitter and 
are very appreciative that 
Gell has off ered us this op-
portunity.”
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Classifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi eds
Cuddles is the Queen Bee 
in our cat room here at No-
ah’s Ark. You will almost 
always fi nd her perched 
on her “throne” when you 
walk in. She loves having a 
comfy spot to lay while she 
relaxes and keeps a watch 
on things. As her name sug-
gests Cuddles LOVES to 

cuddle. She is a very affectionate cat that loves get-
ting attention and will purr as you love on her. Cuddles 
is a  sweet girl that we enjoy having here but she is 
ready to fi nd her forever home as she is starting to get 
stressed out here. This free-spirited girl does not like 
being confi ned so it is very hard on her when she has 
to go in a cage in the mornings for cleaning. She would 
do good with children and while she may enjoy being 
the only cat in the house, she does fi ne with the cats 
in our adoption room as long as she has a place of her 
own. If you are interested in this beautiful girl give us a 
call at (940)665-9800 to make an appointment to come 
meet her. We are open Monday- Saturday 11-5, closed 
Thursday and Sunday.

Use The Weekly News of Cooke County for all of your 
legal notice needs. We service the largest number of 
clients of ANY paper in the Cooke County Area and 
offer legal notices of any variety with one low fl at rate 
price.  Just give us a call to fi nd out more at 940-665-
2320 or email sales.team@theweeklynewscc.com.

The Weekly News
“We are the best bang 

for your buck!”

The Weekly News
The best bang for your buck!

For Sale

Legal Notices

Truck Drivers Openings 
$1200 Guaranteed Minimum per Week

Class A CDL, OTR and Regional Runs
Heavy haul, Dry Vans and Reefers
Terminal located in Sanger Texas

Call Carl at 940-367-3056
for more info.

Help Wanted

K-9 Klips and Kennel 
is Seeking a Board-
ing and Grooming 

Tech- Full Time/Part 
Time Weekends and 

Holidays. Mature High 
School Students Wel-
come. Must Have Own 
Transportation.  Apply 
in Person @ 7450 E US 

Hwy 82, Gainesville 
(Oak Ridge).

Animal Adoption

Construction Worker 
Wanted at Jonah Skip-
worth Construction and 
Plumbing. Call Jonah at 
940-222-3353 or submit 
resume at jonah@jonahs-
kipworth.com.
                                                                                                                                                  01/27

Full time Floor hands 
and Derrick men needed, 
experience not neces-
sary, excellent benefi ts 
for qualifi ed individuals. 
Apply at Norman’s Well 
Service, Inc., 3726 E. 
Hwy 82, Gainesville, TX 
76240. (940) 668-8201.
                                                                                                                                            02/10

Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                            01/27

Dishwasher, cook, bus 
tables. Apply in person at 
Los Mariachis, Gaines-
ville, 319 North Com-
merce Street.
                                                                  02/24

Callisburg ISD Is Cur-
rently Accepting Applica-
tions For Custodial Posi-
tions. Applications Are 
Available At The Callis-
burg ISD Administration 
Offi ce Located At 148 
Dozier St. Callisburg, TX. 
76240. You May Contact 
Gene May @ 940-736-
4167 With Any Questions 
About The Positions.
                                                                   02/17

Used Appliances
Washers • Dryers • Stoves

Refrigerators • Furniture • Freezers
BUY • SELL • TRADE

Gas Stoves & Refrigerators
$99 and up

Terry: 940-634-3996

Help Wanted at Askew 
Tire. Apply in per-
son, 2002 E. Hwy 82 in 
Gainesville.
                                                                                                                                            03/17

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Region 9 Education Service Center is requesting propos-
als for HVAC systems including installation for two Head 
Start locations (Northwest-Wichita Falls and Gainesville). 

The complete RFP specifi cations are available at
www.esc9.net or contact: 

Dana Parrish, Administrative Assistant
301 Loop 11
Wichita Falls, TX 76306
Phone Number (940) 322-6928
Email: dana.parrish@esc9.net

A pre-proposal site visit is scheduled for Wednesday, 
March 31, 2021 at 10:00 AM at Northwest Headstart, 
2310 5th Street, Wichita Falls, TX 76301; and at 2:00 PM 
at Gainesville ISD Headstart, 912 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Ave., Gainesville, TX 76240. 

Proposals will be accepted until the 16th day of April, 
2021 at 3:00 PM.  Responses may be mailed or hand 
delivered to Region 9 ESC, 301 Loop 11, Wichita Falls, 
Texas 76306.  Proposals will be opened on Tuesday, April 
20, 2021 at 10:00 AM at Region 9 ESC located at 301 
Loop 11, Wichita Falls, Texas 76306.  

Failure to have a response submitted by the above dead-
line shall result in the response NOT being considered; 
fax or other electronic submissions shall NOT be consid-
ered.  The selection of respondent(s) shall be in accor-
dance with Texas Education Code Chapter 44, if appli-
cable, and Texas Government Code 2254.  

REGION 9 ESC RESERVES THE RIGHT TO RE-
JECT ANY OR ALL RESPONSES AND TO WAIVE 
IRREGULARITIES OR INFORMALITIES AS MAY 
BE DEEMED IN THE ESC’S BEST INTEREST.

WAIVER OF CLAIMS:  BY TENDERING A RE-
SPONSE TO THIS REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS, 
THE PROPOSER ACKNOWLEDGES THAT IT 
HAS READ AND FULLY UNDERSTANDS THE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR SUBMITTING A RE-
SPONSE, AND THE PROCESS USED BY THE ESC 
FOR SELECTING A PROVIDER.  FURTHER, BY 
SUBMITTING A RESPONSE, THE PROPOSER 
FULLY, VOLUNTARILY AND UNDERSTAND-
INGLY WAIVES AND RELEASES ANY AND ALL 
CLAIMS AGAINST REGION 9 ESC, OR ANY OF 
ITS DIRECTORS, OFFICERS, AGENTS AND/OR 
EMPLOYEES THAT COULD ARISE OUT OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION, EVALUATION, OR RECOM-
MENDATION OF ANY RESPONSE SUBMITTED 
TO THIS REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS.

            03/24

No. PR 17905
IN THE ESTATE OF RAYMOND L. BLOCKUS, 

DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of RAYMOND L. BLOCKUS, 
Deceased, were issued on March 4, 2021, in Cause No. 
PR17905, in the County Court at Law of Cooke Coun-
ty, Texas, to: ELIZABETH ANN BLOCKUS. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.
 
 c/o: LISA C. BENNETT
   Attorney at Law
  Adams, Bennett, Duncan & Henley
  100 East Broadway
  Gainesville, Texas 76240

DATED the 17th day of March, 2021. 

   ADAMS, BENNETT, DUNCAN & HENLEY
   By: LISA C. BENNETT
   Attorney for Independent Executrix
   State Bar No.: 00787070
   100 East Broadway
   Gainesville, Texas 76240
   Telephone: (940) 668-2600
   Facsimile: (940) 668-6880
   Email: lisa.bennett@abdhlaw.com

            03/31

For All your Auction needs
Owner Ken Pearse 940-736-8751

License #11148

WW AUCTION COMPANY 

NO. PR 17947
IN THE ESTATE OF JOE PARKHILL,

DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of Joe Parkhill, Deceased, were 
issued on March 24, 2021, in Cause No. PR17947, 
pending in the County Court at Law of Cooke County, 
Texas, to: Jimmy Parkhill. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate, which 
is presently being administered, are required to present 
them, within the time and in the manner prescribed by 
law, and before the estate is closed, addressed as fol-
lows: 
 
 Representative
 Estate of Joe Parkhill
 c/o James L. Moss
 104 West Main Street 
 Gainesville, Texas 76240

DATED the 29th day of March, 2021.

   Robertson and Moss Attorneys
   104 W. Main St.
   Gainesville, TX 76240
   Phone: (940) 665-5697
   Fax: (940) 665-5698
   James L. Moss
   Attorney for Executor of the
   Estate of Marie H. Zimmerer
   SBN: 24049592
   james.moss@robertsonmoss.com 

            03/31

NO. PR 17941
IN THE ESTATE OF MARIE H. ZIMMERER, 

DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Tes-
tamentary for the Estate of Marie H. Zimmerer, De-
ceased, were issued on March 22, 2021, in Cause No. 
PR17941, pending in the County Court at Law of 
Cooke County, Texas, to: Nancy Dobbs. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate, which 
is presently being administered, are required to present 
them, within the time and in the manner prescribed by 
law, and before the estate is closed, addressed as fol-
lows: 
 
 Representative
 Estate of Marie H. Zimmerer
 c/o James L. Moss
 104 West Main Street 
 Gainesville, Texas 76240

DATED the 29th day of March, 2021.

   Robertson and Moss Attorneys
   104 W. Main St.
   Gainesville, TX 76240
   Phone: (940) 665-5697
   Fax: (940) 665-5698
   James L. Moss
   Attorney for Executor of the
   Estate of Marie H. Zimmerer  
   SBN: 24049592
   james.moss@robertsonmoss.com 

            03/31

Help needed, general landscape installer, to do land-
scape installations such as trees, shrubs, retaining 
walls etc. No lawn maintenance mowing! Call Mike 
214.546.0140 or 940.736.6268.

                       03/31

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN APPRENTICE
Busy service department is looking for an eager person to train, prior experience 

is a plus, but not necessary. Schooling is compensated. Monday - Friday
7:30-5:30, 401K, Medical Bene  ts, and vacation pay after 1 year. 

AUTOMOTIVE LUBE TECHNICIAN
Full Time, Monday – Friday 7:30-5:30, 401K, Medical Bene  ts

and Vacation Pay after 1 year.

Contact Trish Winkler at 940-759-2244
or trishw@muensterford.com

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a BG/Wine and Beer Retail-
er’s Permit by Juan Manuel Martinez DBA Manuelito’s 
Mexican Restaurant, to be located at 6701 FM 902 ste 
100, Gainesville, Cooke County, TX 76240.
.                                                                                                                                                       03/31

Auctions

For Sale 1993 GMC Truck. Motor is good. 940-284-
1271.
                                                                                                                                                      03/31

The Cooke County Appraisal District is Now 
Hiring for the Following Position:
COLLECTIONS CLERK
QUALIFICATIONS: High School Degree or 
GED; Computer Skills; 10-key knowledge;
Cash Drawer experience. Must have strong 
customer service skills, excellent phone
etiquette, enjoy working with the public and 
be able to handle multiple tasks.
Apply in person at the:
Cooke County Appraisal District
201 North Dixon
Gainesville, TX 76240
Application and resume required.
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE
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Classifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi edsClassifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi eds

Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

Apartments For Rent

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
                

Real Estate

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services

WAYNE’S
HOME REPAIR

806-778-8516
Formica Countertops

Aluminum Patio Covers
Handyman Services

Free Estimates
References

Gainesville Resident

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Tatum Well Service
Complete Water Well Service 

& Submersible Pumps
940-668-8840 /
940-284-5162

Assoc. w/ Texoma Drilling
LIC 4743A1

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Cooke County Quality 
Home Improvments

Now Offering Complete
Plumbing Services.

Call Today!
940-668-0678

Lic#39398

House
For Rent

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                                                                                   03/31

Colts Mini Storage
Units For Rent

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.
940-627-6362

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Two bedroom. New con-
struction. No pets. W/D 
hookup. $950 rent. $950 
deposit.  940-902-9916. 
                                                                                                                                             03/31

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • Gainesville, TX

940.612.1898

Come in and Check out our
New Above Ground

Pool Display

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Licensed & Insured

Morales, Jose
Residen  al & Commercial

Mowing, Gardening,
Plan  ng, Tree Trimming

All Your Landscaping Needs
940-668-0470
940-902-2168

Briar Patch Beauty & More
Tonja Brown

Specializing in Perms & Roller Sets!
6717 FM 902, Gainesville, TX 76240

940-727-1774

Family Lawn Care
Services

corbincharles167@gmail.com
940-902-0506 Charles
940-577-8121 Valerie

Allred’s Appliance
Repair

Serving Gainesville and 
North Texas for 17 Years

940-580-8602

Washers, Dryers,
Refrigerators

Lawn Mower Service. Tree Trimming.
Call 940-580-8434 or 940-284-0410.

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT
Dixon Apartments

Lynwood Aps
1424 E Pecan 
310 W Church
(commercial)

603 E Hwy 82 -
Nocona

(commercial lot)
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GAINESVILLE – Friday, 
March 19h, Springtree 
Restoration, LLC, D&H 
Roofi ng and McCoy’s of 
Gainesville will join re-
sources to provide an el-
derly widow with a new 
roofi ng system for free. A 
last year,  Linda Jones of 
Woodbine Texas was ap-
proached by a Denton 
County contractor about 
replacing her storm dam-
aged roof. Ms. Jones signed 
a contract with the con-
tractor to replace her roof 
and gave the Contractor 
all her insurance proceeds 
of $7000.00. A months 
past and Ms. Jones had not 
received her new roof as 
promised. After several at-
tempts to contact the com-
pany she learned that they 
had fi led for bankruptcy 
and that she would not be 

receiving her new roof or 
her money back. 
 “With storm season 
quickly approaching, 
North Texas Consumers 
need to take extra pre-
cautions to avoid failing 
for roofi ng scams”, said 
AJ Huckaby, Owner of 
Springtree Restoration, 
and President of the Roof-
ing Contractors Associa-
tion of Texas. “Fortunately, 
there are a few simple steps 
consumers can take to pro-
tect themselves and con-
fi rm they are working with 
a good company”
 When hiring a roofi ng 
contractor, make sure you:
 • Interview more than 
one contractor.
 • Hire local and check 
references.
 • Require a written con-
tract and proof of general 

liability insurance.
 • Ask if they are a part of 
associations like NTRCA, 
RCAT and the BBB
 • Most importantly Do 
NOT provide payment 
upfront. 
 As one of the few states 
that does not require roof-
ers to obtain licenses or 
register their businesses, 
Texans can be particu-
larly vulnerable to roofi ng 
scams. Fraudulent con-
tractors typically fl ock to 
storm-ridden areas and of-
fer fast, cheap repairs for a 
high down payment, but 
leave before any work is 
completed. Unfortunate-
ly, scammers often target 
vulnerable populations in-
cluding low-income and 
elderly Texans.
 “Especially given the in-
crease in unemployment 

rates and many strapped 
wallets due to COIVD, 
these scams could mean 
fi nancial disaster for many 
struggling Texans,” said 
Huckaby.
 Leading up to the 2021 
Legislative Session, RCAT 
will look to pass legisla-
tion providing consumer 
protections in this com-
pletely unregulated indus-
try. Although RCAT made 
historic progress in this 
type of legislation during 
the 2019 session, the leg-
islation was ultimately de-
feated on the House fl oor. 
For now, it is up to Texans 
to spot and send scammers 
packing. 
 To learn more about how 
you can protect against 
falling for a roofi ng scam, 
review our tips for hiring a 
roofer and join the fi ght to 
establish consumer protec-
tions at www.saferoofso-
vertexas.com. 

Two Local Roofi ng Companies 

Give Roof to Elderly Woman

Gainesville Receives February 

Building Permits Requests 
GAINESVILLE – Th e 
following permits were re-
quested from the city of 
Gainesville during Febru-
ary, 2021.
 Accessory building per-
mit was requested at 1101 
Kent Circle.
 Cargo container permit 
was requested at 837 East 
California Street.
 Cargo container permit 
was requested at 1905 Lau-
rel.
 Certifi cate of occupan-
cy was requested at 1700 
North Weaver Street.
 Certifi cate of occupan-
cy was requested at 1008 
North Weaver Street.
 Certifi cate of occupancy 
was requested at 301 West 
Broadway.
 Construction commer-
cial remodel permit was 
requested at 1311 North 
Grand Avenue.
 Construction commer-
cial remodel permit was 
requested at 837 East Cali-
fornia Street.
 Construction commer-

cial remodel permit was re-
quested at 2202 East High-
way 82.
 Electrical permit was re-
quested at 1207 Fair Av-
enue.
 Electrical permit was re-
quested at 1812 Culberson 
Street.
 Electrical permit was re-
quested at 905 Dover Cir-
cle.
 Electrical permit was 
requested at North Com-
merce Street.
 Electrical permit was re-
quested at 316 Hillside.
 Electrical permit was re-
quested at 920 South Cle-
ments Street.
 Electrical permit was re-
quested at 1902 College 
Avenue.
 Fire alarm system per-
mit was requested at 
1812 Throckmorton 
Street.
 Fire alarm system per-
mit was requested at 2100 
North Grand Avenue.
 Mechanical permit was 
requested at 206 West Cal-

ifornia Street.
 Mechanical permit was 
requested at 1822 Mill 
Street.
 Moss Lake boat dock 
permit was requested at 
233 Oakview.
 New residential permit 
was requested at 805 South 
Lindsay Street.
 Plumbing permit was 
requested at 1311 North 
Grand Avenue.
 Plumbing permit was 
requested at 1207 Fair Av-
enue.
 Plumbing permit was 
requested at 1726 Rice Av-
enue.
 Plumbing permit was 
requested at 1005 Dodson 
Street.
 Plumbing permit was 
requested at 816 South 
Dixon Street.
 Plumbing permit was re-
quested at 1214 Belmont 
Street.
 Plumbing permit was re-
quested at 2304 Mesquite 
Circle.
 Plumbing validation per-

mit was requested at 1011 
Murphy.
 Residential remodel per-
mit was requested at 801 
Olive Street.
 Residential remodel per-
mit was requested at 1207 
Fair Avenue.
 Residential remodel per-
mit was requested at 920 S. 
Clements Street.
 Residential remodel per-
mit was requested at 2207 
Meadowlark Lane.
 Residential remodel per-
mit was requested at 316 
Hillside.
 Residential remodel per-
mit was requested at 1423 
Cherry Street.
 Right of way permit was 
requested at 100 East Cali-
fornia Street.
 Roofi ng permit was re-
quested at 1217 North 
Clements Street.
 Roofi ng permit was re-
quested at 1004 East Star 
Street.
 Roofi ng permit was 
requested at 612 North 
Weaver Street.

LOOKING 
FORWARD, 
REACHING 

HIGHER
Step by step, that’s the way… building tomorrow today. 

new ways to help your family manage its money better, 
smarter, faster, and easier.

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257

DRY CLEAN
SUPER CENTER

1001 E. California St • Gainesville • 940-665-0048
M-F 7am - 7pm (In by 9 out by 6) • Sat. 9am - 2pm

CONVENIENT DRIVE-THRU

Prices Valid thru March 31, 2021.

Always Military, Police and 
Fire Uniforms Cleaned FREE!

Shirts $2.59
Wednesday Special. Every Other Day $2.89.

Dry Cleaning $3.39
Most Garments. Some Exceptions Apply.

Jeans $4.89
Cowboy Starched.

Comforters $27.09
Down Comforters $36.05.

www.drycleansupercenter.com

Medicare Advantage                                                        
Home Health Plans•Long Term Care

Confused about Medicare??
“I have the answers to your questions!”

Lowest Rates on Medicare Supplements

SENIOR SOLUTIONS
ENROLLMENT CENTER

Jodi Finkenbinder

903.814.4096
1720 County Road 219 • Gainesville

TAPS to Provide Transportation

to COVID Vaccine Appointments
(Continued from Page 1)

 Texas State Department 
of Health Services noted 
a total of 2,386,312 cases 
March 29 with 2,366,494 
cases reported statewide 
March 22.
 Harris County logged, 
as of Monday, March 29, 
373,625 confi rmed cases 
compared to 369,185 cases 
reported March 22. Dallas 
County reported 251,502 
cases March 29 compared 
to 250,531 cases reported 
March 22. On March 29, 
Tarrant County reported 
211.332 cases compared 
to 210,413 cases logged 
March 22.
 In the counties which 
border Cooke County, 
Grayson County had 

11,039 confi rmed cases 
March 29 as opposed to 
10,979 cases March 22. 
Denton County reported 
53,103 confi rmed cases 
March 29 compared to 
52,722 cases March 22.
  Wise County noted 
5,952 confi rmed cases 
March 29 compared to 

5,923 confi rmed cases 
March 22, and 1,735 con-
fi rmed cases were noted in 
Montague County March 
29 compared to 1,730 
cases reported March 22.  
Love County, Oklahoma 
reported 1,450 cases as of 
March 29 compared to 
1,441 cases March 22.


